
CITY OF HERMANTOWN 
AGENDA   

Utility Commission Meeting Thursday, July 9, 2026 at 5:30 pm   
Large Conference Room, City Hall - Hermantown Governmental Services Building    

  
1. ROLL CALL  

2. MINUTES 
Approval or Correction 

 A. 05/14/2026 Meeting Minutes 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
This is the time for individuals to address the Council about any item not on the agenda. The time limit is three minutes 
per person. Speakers who wish to comment at this time or later on agenda items should be signed up prior to the start of 
the meeting. A sign-up sheet is available in the lobby prior to the meeting for verbal remarks. As always, written 
comments may be submitted to the City Clerk before the end of the meeting. 

4. COMMUNICATIONS 

 A. WLSSD Discharge Monitoring Report 

 B. Utility Billing Update 

5. PRESENTATIONS  

6. OLD BUSINESS 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

8. REPORTS 

 A. Budget to Actual Expenditure Report 

 B. Public Works Director Report 

 C. Utility & Infrastructure Director Report 

 D. Water Loss Report 

 E. WLSSD Monthly Flow - Rain Fall & Flow Report 

 F. Comfort Systems Invoice 

 G. New Connections Report 

9. COMMISSION MEMBERS REPORT 

 A. Jim Samberg - 
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 B. William Berg - 

 C. Robert McLachlan - 

 D. Doug Kerfeld - 

 E. James Sweeney - 

 F. Councilor Andy Hjelle - 

10. RECESS  
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CITY OF HERMANTOWN 
Utility Commission 
Thursday, May 14, 2026 
5:30 PM Central 

MEETING CONDUCTED IN PERSON 
  
 
CITY STAFF: Trish Crego, Utility & Infrastructure Director; David Bolf, City Engineer; 

Chad Ronchetti, Economic Development Director 
 
VISITORS: 

 
8  

 
 
  
1. ROLL CALL  

 
Bill Berg:    Present  
Councilor Andy Hjelle:    Present    
Doug Kerfeld:    Absent    
Robert McLachlan:    Present    
James Sweeney Present 
Barry Simonson Present 

  

2. MINUTES 
Approval or Correction 

 A. 
 
  

03/12/2026 Meeting Minutes 
 
Motion to approve March 12th, 2026 meeting minutes. This motion, made by Bill 
Berg and seconded by Robert McLachlan, Carried. 
 
Bill Berg:    Yea 
Councilor Andy Hjelle:    Yea    
Doug Kerfeld:    Yea    
Robert McLachlan:    Yea    
James Sweeney: Yea 
Barry Simonson Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
  

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
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This is the time for individuals to address the Commission about any item not on the agenda. The time limit 
is three minutes per person. Speakers who wish to comment at this time or later on agenda items should be 
signed up prior to the start of the meeting. A sign-up sheet is available in the lobby prior to the meeting for 
verbal remarks. As always, written comments may be submitted to the City Clerk before the end of the 
meeting. 
 
A.  Jackie Dolentz – 5842 Old Hwy 2.: Commenting on utility extensions and data center: 
See attached handout A. Also mentioned the 2045 plan does not address taxes and Adolf 
rezoning did not get input from the steering committee 
 
B. Clarissa Ek – 3505 Solway Rd, Town of Solway: Commenting on utility extensions and 
data center. Major points included: the AUAR is not adequate analysis. There has only 
been positive effects mentioned by staff and not the negative impacts. The Comp Plan 
Steering committee did not have input on the rezoning plan  
 
C. Jonathan Thornton – 5869 Hermantown Rd.: Commenting on utility extensions and data 
center. See Attached letter - B 
 
D. Emma Richtman- 5215 Chris Drive. Not present but sent communication via email the 
day of the meeting. See attached email C 
  

  

4. PRESENTATIONS  

 A. Adolph Utility Extension Economic Impact Study — Chad Ronchetti, Economic 
Development Director: Gave 5 different examples of projects/developments that 
Hermantown missed out on because the city of Hermantown did not have utilities in 
the SW corner of the city limits.  

  Jim Sweeny- Why are we just hearing about these opportunities now? 
Chad: The projects die because the private costs are too high. And the commission 
never sees them 

  Barry: Are there other areas these projects could go?  
Chad: Not with the connection to the railroad and sub station 

  Clarissa: This presentation is just to data center driven and not public need 

5. COMMUNICATIONS 

 A. WLSSD Discharge Monitoring Report – placed on file. 

 B. Utility Billing Update- placed on file. 

 C. MN Dept of Health – 2025 Consumer confidence Report-Drinking water 

 D. Stebner Rd Feasibility Study; The City Engineer explained where we are in the 
project process and how  
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  Barry Simonson; Does the size of pipe with the utility extension? David the two 
projects will not impact each other. 
Will the sidewalk go on both sides of Stebner Rd? David: No just one due to the type 
of project and layout of the ROW 

 E. Waste Management Plan Amendment- Public Comment Period 

 F. Wastewater Treatment Capacity Allocation Permit (2027-2030) 
The city engineer has been working on calculating the cities needs and speculates that 
with future developments we will ask for an allocation of 1 million gal per year for the 
next 4 years 

6. OLD BUSINESS: None 

7. NEW BUSINESS: Rob Commented that the Clerk did a good job with the research for 
this agenda item. 

 A. Utility Bill Credit Request - Holt 

 B. Utility Bill Credit Request - Anderson 

 C. Utility Bill Credit Request - Somers 

 VOTE: Robert McLachlan proposed that each of the three user get charged a Tier 1 rate. 
In addition, Anderson would not get a sewer charge for the overage, and Somers would not 
have a late fee for that month. and seconded by Barry Simonson, Carried. 
 
Bill Berg:    Yea    
Councilor Andy Hjelle:    Yea    
Doug Kerfeld:    Yea    
Robert McLachlan:    Yea    
James Sweeney: Yea 
Barry Simonson Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

8. REPORTS 

 A. Budget to Actual Expenditure Report – placed on file. 

 B. Public Works Director Report – placed on file. 

 C. Utility & Infrastructure Director Report – placed on file. 

 D. Water Loss Report – placed on file. 

 E. WLSSD Monthly Flow - Rain Fall & Flow Report – placed on file. 
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 F. Comfort Systems Invoice – placed on file. 

 G. New Connections Report – placed on file.  

9. COMMISSION MEMBERS REPORT 

 A. Barry Simonson – None 

 B. William Berg - None 

 C. Robert McLachlan - None 

 D. Doug Kerfeld - Absent 

 E. James Sweeney - None 

 F. Councilor Andy Hjelle – Thanked everyone for volunteering there time 

10. RECESS  
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:12pm. This motion, made by Robert McLachlan and seconded by  
Bill Berg, Carried. 
 
Bill Berg:    Yea    
Councilor Andy Hjelle:    Yea    
Doug Kerfeld:    Yea    
Robert McLachlan:    Yea    
James Sweeney: Yea 
Barry Simonson Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0  
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Working together to serve and build our community. 

TO: Utility Commission Members 
 

FROM:  Lindsay Townsend, Utility 
Billing Clerk  
  

 

DATE: 07/06/2026 Meeting Date:  07/09/2026 
 

SUBJECT: Utility Billing Update Agenda Item:   4B 
 

 
 

• Past Due Accounts as of July 6th:     
 
120 days – 7 
90 days – 19 
60 days – 22 
30 days – 80 
 

• Currently have about 2030 accounts on the AMI system.  About 475 more radios to switch 
over.  
 

• June 2026 Billing Summary – 16,153,728 Gallons Billed   
Including Semi Annual Stormwater Bills 
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   Public Works 
Utility Maintenance Report 

 
Meeting Date: 7/09/2026 
Reporting Period:   From: 5/1/2026 To: 6/30/2026 

 
 

1. Water Utility 
a. Project Update 

i. Peyton Acres 
a.  2026 Start for Phase 4  
b. In Review Process now  

b.  AMI Water Radio replacement 
1. Have Received approximately all radios from initial order 

a. Installed 2030 or so radios, about 475 radios left to change out. 
2. Continue install in 2026-  

a. +/- 15/ Day when we are able to work steady on them 
3. Looking at an additional Radio Tower to cover Lower SE corner of town better.  

c. Irrigation meter plan for 2026 
i. Plan approved, will be publicized in May  

ii. 5 will be available in 2026 again, We have had one application 
d. Watermain Repairs 

i. Believe we have a leaky Valve @ Maple Grove Road and Hermantown Community 
Church 

1. Investigation continues.  
a. Valve was Leaking- Bolts were rotting away- replaced  

ii. Need to look @ main replacement along Hwy 53 from Lavaque Road to Shriners main 
extension 

Water Towers 

 Nothing to report this period 

2. Sanitary Sewer 
a. Project Update 

b. Lift Stations 
i. Were cleaned for the Fall of ‘25 

c. Still investigating/looking at scenarios from the Roosevelt plug in early ‘25 
i. Tried 2 different cameras into force-main line and no go. Pipe is deflected just outside 

manhole and can not get the camera “upline” 
ii. Cleaned this section of line on April 2nd  

1. Looking at other options for this line.  
a. Working with MN Rural Water Assoc. On some testing for this section 

of Pipe.  
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3. Stormwater 
a. Project Update 

i. Steam a few culverts off an on depending on the weather 

 

4. Other Notes 
a. 2nd Water Connection Plan set going out for bids 

i. Due back on 8/7/2025 
ii. Bids came in HIGH! 

iii. Will be Re-Bid this winter 
1. Will rebid in February 

a. Was Rebid  
b. 4 Bidders this time  
c. Was Awarded to Lakehead Constructors on 

3/2 Council Mtg.  
d. Work to begin May 26+/- 

 

5. Looking Ahead to 2026/2027 
a. Trunkline extension thru Section 14- Lightning Drive West….  
b. Alignment work starting 

i. Work continues 
ii. Waterline along Lightning Drive will be realigned and replaced due to Sanitary sewer 

depths 
iii. Removal of 2 Lift stations 
iv. Hopeful that it is out for bids in July of 2026  

c. Spring Lift Station Cleaning- Week of 5/11 
d. 2026 Annual Main Cleaning  
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Working together to serve and build our community. 

TO: Utility Commission Members 
 

FROM:  Trish Crego, Utility and 
Infrastructure Director 
 

 

DATE: 7/9/2026   
 

SUBJECT: Utility & Infrastructure 
Director  

Agenda Item:  Report 

 
Communications follow up: 
 

• WLSSD Allocation Permit (2027-2030) letter-Attached 
 
New City Improvements 

• Second water connection started with no issues 

State/WLSSD Approved Utility Extensions 

• none 

Developer and Building Projects- Open Permits 

• Year to Date Residential Buildings permits  
o Open permits from 2024-2026 =385 

• Year to Date Commercial and Multi-family >4 Buildings permits 
o Open permits from 2024-2026 =94 

• Right-of-Way Permits 2026 
o 39- Franchise ROW permits 
o 5- Private ROW Permits 
o 31 – 2026 Contractor licenses 

Utility Development  

•  none 
 

Other Items 
• Trish’s family bought a house in Hermantown on St Louis River Road 

 

Page 19 of 33



 
June 23,  2026 
 
Carrie Clement 
Executive Director 
Resource Renew 
2626 Courtland Street 
Duluth, MN 55806 
 
RE: City of Hermantown – Wastewater Treatment Capacity Allocation Permit (2027-2030) 
 
Dear Carrie: 
 
This letter is in response to your letter dated April 30, 2026.  On June 17, 2026 David Bolf, 
City Engineer and Joe Wicklund, Assistant City Administrator met with WLSSD staff and 
yourself to discuss the reissuance of the capacity allocation permit.  David has reviewed the 
Wastewater Treatment Capacity Allocation Ordinance, the historic flows, the proposed 
flows for the 2027-2030 allocation and the special conditions.   
 
The City of Hermantown is in agreement with these documents and the proposed daily 
allocation of 1MGD for the 2027-2030 reissuance permit. 
 
Please see attached signed permit for you to bring to the WLSSD board for approval. 
 
If you have any questions please reach out to me at 218.729.3601. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John Mulder 
Hermantown City Administrator 
 
C:  David Bolf – City Engineer 
 Joe Wicklund – Assistant City Administrator 
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RECEIVED </

CorrrfortSyrstems
oom* 230516840- 001 4335 HAINES RD 06/ 0812026 Servi ng the City of Duluth

Account No Service Add ress Billing Date

ffi Service Period Meter

05102/ 2026 - 06t01t2026
51 WAT INFRA

SURCHARGEMderNoRead Date6 Days Previous Current Rate Usag€

Unit of

Mea.sure

Previous Balance

123, 903. 03

Penalties

850012997

WAT INFB SURCH

lvleter No

05/ 0 1 I 2026 - 06 /O1 / 2026 30

Read Dates Days

1440599

Previoijs

1463156

Cunent

4.950

Rale

CCFW

Mea.sureUsaqe

Adjustments

850012997 o5/o1l202 c6t0l2026 30 1440599 ' t46i1156 0.805 22557 CCFW$
0.00

00

Payments Beceived

123, 903. 03 CR

Balance at Billing

0.00

Current Billing

Charge Code Amount

WATER FIXED CHG.

SAFE WATEH FEE...

WATER .....................

WATER INFHA SURCHARGE BESALE

I36. 00

15.22

t t 1657. 15

t 8't 58.39

WATER BILLS INCLUDE THE MN STATE MANDATED SAFE DRINKING WATER FEE OF $ 15.22

Current C

129, 966. 76

Balance Due

129, 966. 76

Due Date Amount Due

06129/ 2026 $ 129, 966. 76

This Account is Set Up on AutoPay. Please Oo Not Pay

Account No Due Date Amount Due Amount Paid

230516840- 001 06129t2026 $ 129, 966. 76

Service Address

4335 HAINES RD

DULUTH MN 5581 1

Mailing Address

moo50 1000

CITY OF DULUTH COMFOBT SYSTEMS

PO BOX 860643

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55486. 0643

l,l,l,,l r l,,l ,,11,,1, ll,,ll,,,,l 1,,, l,,l ,,11, ,1,,1, , ll, ,, l,ll

CITY OF HERMANTOWN

5105 MAPLE GHOVE RD

HERMANTOWN MN 558,1 1O

ffi

el05l, t8q0Dur 001e1thh?h 00

IF MAILING PAYMENT PLEASE INCLUDE THIS STUB
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Pending New Connections  

Address Service Type Owner 
3616 Lavaque Rd  Sewer  Daniel Lundequam  

3806 Lavaque Rd  Water & Sewer Kaski 

3808 Lavaque Rd  Water & Sewer Kaski 

3817 Stebner Rd  Water & Sewer  Clear Vision  

3835 Getchell Rd  Water & Sewer  John Kalenowski 

3837 Getchell Rd Water & Sewer J&B Homes 

3847 Getchell Rd  Water & Sewer Brian Votava 

3877 Getchell Rd  Water & Sewer Mike Smolnikar 

3984 Lavaque Rd  Water & Sewer Frank & Kara Hanson 

4063 Reinke Rd  Water Jarrod Rabey 

4120 Ironwood Circle Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4121 Ironwood Circle Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4122 Ironwood Circle Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4123 Ironwood Circle Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4124 Aspen Way Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4125 Aspen Way Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4126 Aspen Way Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4127 Aspen Way  Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4128 Aspen Way Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4129 Aspen Way Water & Sewer Pillars of Hermantown  

4816 Anderson Rd  Water & Sewer Clear Vision  

4865 Merganser Dr Water & Sewer Drew Jensen 

4881 Peyton Dr  Water & Sewer Peter Graves  

4926 W Arrowhead Rd  Water & Sewer Soumis Construction  

50xx Thompson Rd  Water & Sewer Stauber 

5102 Hermantown Rd  Water & Sewer  Russ Bradley 

 

Pending New Stormwater Accounts 

Address Owner 
4025 Sangstrom Rd  Erick VanBaalen 

58xx Seville Rd  Chris Kemper 

4109 Jenny Farms Ln  Robert & Amy Kanuit 
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